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CESAR ARAKAKI
! DANIEL RUIZ

No aBwwbB0o0v ot aywvloTtég 2eCap Apakakt kKot NTaviEA Poul® otnv Apyevtivn

211G 7 NogpuBpiov 2021, to Mpwto Opoomovdlaks Mowikd Atkaotiplo Tng mOANG Tou Mnovévog Alpeg
katadikooe Tov César Arakaki, uéAog tou Partido Obrero, kot Tov Daniel Ruiz, péAoc tov PSTU, o€
QULAGKLON TPLWV ETWY KL £EL LNVWY KL TPLWY ETWY avTioToLXA Yla CUUKETOXH 0TN SlapapTupia mov
npayuotonotidnke otic 18 AekeuBpiov, 2017 pall pe Eéva MARBOC TPLOKOGIWY XIALAOWY avOPWIWY oL
Bynkav otoug 6pduoug kovtd oto EOvikd Koykpéao. H kuBEpvnon Mdkpl elxe wneioel véuo nov
TpomomnoLo0aE Tov TOTO WE Tov omolo umoAoy({lovTav oL SUVTAEELC, KAEBOVTAC EKOTO HLOEKATOUUDPLY TIECOC
amnd Ta ouvtaglodoTikd Tauela, Ta onola ekelvn TNV enoyA Lwoduvapoloayv e 5,3 SLoeKaTOUMOPLX HoAGpLa.
Kat ot 600 Katadikdotnkav Ye TIC Katnyoplec TnG Blatompaylag, Tov dnudalov EKPoBLOOD Kol TNG
dlakekpluévng eniBeong evavtiov dnudolag apxrig mov dampdyxdnke and neploodtepa and dvo dtoua. H
Katnyopla tov dnudalov ekQoBLopol elval éva mopddetypa moWIKAC Katnyoplag mov xpnotuonoteital
ouxva and TG KVBEPVATELG KATE TwY AATKWY SLadNAWOCEWY, HE OTOYO TOV MEPLOPLOUS TOU SLKALWHUATOC TOL
A00D va dlapopTUPETAL KOL VO LEATEL TLC TTOLVEC TIOL EMBAAAOVTOL OTOUC KATOOLKOOOEVTEC.

Ekelvn tTnv nuépa, n KLBEPYNON XPNOLLOTIONGE TNV AOTUVOULKN KATAOTOANA Yla va mpoomabAoeL va
agatlpéoel To dikalwua Tov Aaol va dlapaptopeTat. Apxikd, oTic 14/12, katd Tn dldpkela TNE MPWTNG
ovvedplaanc mov ouZnTABNKE 0 VOUOC, KATECTELAQY EVTOVA TOUG HLAONAWTEG. ZTN OLVEXELD, OTLC 18 Tou
MNVOC, 6Tav oL EMBECELC TNC AOTLVOMING HETETPEWPAVY ML ELPpNVLKA dlapapTupia og pallki avtioTaon
gvdvTia oTnv mpoondbeila anaydpevong TnG dadAAwaong va napapeivel atnv MAateia Twv Ao KoykpEéowv.

MOALC ynelotnke o vOUOC 0to Koykpéao (UE TIC YQoug TS HEELEC KAl TWY MEPOVLOTWY), N KLBEPVNON TOL
Maovpiolo Makpt SLeEryaye emxeLPAOELC HEOW PEYAAWY HECWY EVNUEPWONG, OTa omola aToxomotidnkav ot
AYWVLOTEC MOV OLHPETEYaY 0TN SlapapTupla. Ol KaTnyopleC eMKEVTPWONKAY 0 600 apLoTEPODC HOXNTEC
(amo To Partido Obrero kat To PSTU), KATNYOPWYTAG TOLG YL TOLG GORAPODG TPAVUATIOMODG TOL LTEDTN
€VaC AOTLUVOULKAC, 0 OTO(0C XTUTIABNKE UE UL TETPO OTO KEPAAL.

Katd tn dudpketa tng dikng, moAAd Bivteo £6et&av 6TL 0 César Arakaki Tav evTeAws aBwWog yia
omoLadAMoTE EVEPYELD TIOL B UMOPOVCE v 0ONYATEL GTOV TPOVUATIOUS TOL AOTLUVOULKOD Kol OTL,
eMMA£0v, TO00 0 6LKAOTAG 600 KAl TO YPAPE(O TOL MEPLPEPELAKOD ELoayyEAEQ lyav pdaBacn amd Tnv
MPWTN OTLYUA ALTWY Twv Bi{vTeo oL anodetkviovy TNV aBwdTNTa ToL Arakaki. AvTéC 0 HIKPdC BplapBog
NG LePAOTONG WONOE TOV TPAVPATIO KO TUVOULIKS va tapattnOel and evaywv, yeyovog mov dgnos tnv
katnyopia tov Arakaki €€ OAOKApOL OTA XEPLO TOL ElOaYYEAEQ.
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ApyoTepa, n dlkn mépaoe amd pia dnudotla mPoPopLk akpdaan oe o SLAOKEWYN Zoom Kol 0TN CLVEXELA
HETATPATNKE 0€ LRPLOLKNA: Ol HAPTLPEC KATEBETAY ALTOMPOCWTWGS OTO HLKAGTAHPLO, VW OL AAAOL BLAdLKOL
MPEPELVAY 0TN SLAokewn zoom. Ot aAAQYEC QLTEC EMNPEQCAY TO diKalwua LTEPAOTILONG, KOBWC Kol TOV
dnudalo xapaktApa Kot TNV nlyvwon tng dladikaaoiac.

Téoo o César Arakaki 600 kat o Daniel Ruiz guAakioTnkav Katd tn SLdpKELX TNG €PELVAC TTOL 008ryNOE OTN
6(kn KaL 0Tn cuvEXELa apEOnKav eAe0OepOL. Ol KaTayyeALEC EvavTiov TOUG £xouv OKOMd va 6WaoLY TO
nopddetypa 600V agopd TNV MOWLKOTONGN TWY KOWWVIKWY KWNUATWY Kat Wlaltepa tn oUPUETOXNA
TIOALTLKWV AYWVLOTWY OE oV TA.

XIALAOEC ayWwVLOTEG AvBPWMIVWY SIKALWUATWY Kot LEAN TOALTLKWY KL KOWWYIKWY 0PYXVWOEWY £X0LY 16N
Tay0el umép TnG anaAlayric touv César Arakaki kat Tov Daniel Ruiz. Avdueod toug elvat n Norita Cortinas
Kat n Elia Espen, péAn twv Mntépwv tng MA&Ba vte Mdyto. H teAeutaia akpdaon Ba yivel otig 13
AnplAlov kot og Alyec NUEPEC META B avakowwbel N TEAKA TOLWH.

Mo va 6ei€ete TNV Moo TPLEN oac otnv abwwaon Tov César Arakaki kat Touv Daniel Ruiz, otelATe TIg
avaQopEC oac oto Opoomovdlako Mowikd Epeteio tng Camara Federal de Casacion Penal, Comodoro Py
2002, 12 Piso (C1104BEN) Ciudad Autonoma de Mmnovévoc Alpecg, ApyeVTIVH, 1 MECW NAEKTPOVIKOU
Tayvdpopelov otn dievBuvon cfcasacionpenal.secgeneral@pjn.gov.ar Kat
absoluciondearakakiyruiz@gmail.com

AnAwvoupe vmép TG aBwwaong Twv César Arakaki kat Daniel Ruiz, ot omoiot KaTadIK&oTNKAY
ylat GUUMETOXH 0TNVY Klvntomnolnon mou mpayuatonouidnke otig 18 AskeuBpiov 2017, katd TG
GBALac ouvTa&lodoTIKAG HETAPPLOULIONG oL YneloTnke TNV (Bla nuépa oto Koykpéoo. Elvat
avnouxnTkd To yeyovdc OTL 0 sloayyeAEag Juan Garcia Elorrio ntel ekTéAean MOWIAC
QULAAKLONG, 6Tav 0 evdywv otn 6(kn napattABnke Adyw TWY ACLVEMELWV 0TNV KaTnyopla, ya
katnyopia mov vnoatnpilel uévo n Kpatikr EloayyeAia.

Ot palikég dLadnAWoELC oL mpaypaTomotjenkav Tov Askéupplo Tov 2017, ATav n avtidpaon
o€ €vav Voo mov AenAatoloe Ta oLVTAELOOOTIKA Tapela. ZTapdTnoAY TNV MPOOTIABELX TNC
KLBEPVYNONG Vo EQAPUOTEL Lo EPYATLOKH HETAPPUOULON TIOL ATAV TNV ALy ToL ddPATOC
ekelvn tn otyun Tov Maovpiolo MakpL. ZAPEPQ, N LTEPACTILAN TWY CLVTAEEWY KOL TWY
EPYOOLAKWY SIKALWHUATWY eEakoAOLBE( va amoTeAEl Kplolo LEANUA yia Tov Aad TG
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ApYeVTIVAC.

H 6An 6ikn evavtiov tou Arakaki kat Tov Rui Ba mMupod0THOEL VEEC KOWWVIKEG BLapapTuplEG.
Mua tétola mowr amoTeAel éva Brina PO Ta Miow OTLC dNUOKPATIKEG AcLBEPieC oTN XWPA
Kal Ba epxdtav o Babld avtiBeon pe TNV atipwpnaoia mov amoAapBdvovy cuvexwWe 6oot
dlampdTTouy eyKAuaTA KaTd ToL Aaol. KaAoOUe g€ vmoaTAPLEN TNG anaAAayig Kot
OTEKOUAOTE 0TO MAELPO TWY HLABNAWCEWY TOL Ba MPayUaTomotnBolv Ye To TEAOC TNG 6{kNG.

Statement demanding the acquittal of César Arakaki and Daniel Ruiz

On November 7th, 2021, the First Federal Criminal Court of the City of Buenos Aires, presided by judge
José Feliciano Rios sentenced César Arakaki, a member of the Partido Obrero, and Daniel Ruiz, a member
of the PSTU, to three years and six months and and three years in effective prison respectively for
participating in the protest that took place on December the 18th, 2017 together with a mass of three
hundred thousand people that took to the streets near the National Congress. On that occasion the
Cambiemos government passed a law modifying the formula by which retirement pensions are calculated,
stealing a hundred billion pesos from the pension funds, which at the time were equivalent to 5.3 billion
dollars. They were both sentenced on the charges of battery, public intimidation and aggravated assault
against a public authority perpetrated by more than two people.

The charge of public intimidation is an example of a criminal charge often used by governments against
popular demonstrations, with the objective of curtailing the people’s right to protest and to raise the
penalties assigned to those convicted.

That day, the government used police repression to try to take away the people’s right to protest. First, on
the 14h, during the first session that discussed the law, they repressed demonstrators fiercely. Then, on
the 18th, when police attacks transformed a pacific protest into a mass resistance against the attempt to
forbid the demonstration from remaining in the Square of Two Congresses.

Once the law was passed in Congress (with the votes of Cambiemos and peronism), the government of
Mauricio Macri mounted operations through hegemonic media, in which policial militants that participated
in the protest were demonized. Accusations centered on two left-wing militants (from Partido Obrero and
PSTU), accusing them of the serious injuries received by a police officer named Escobar who was hit with a
rock to the head.

During the trial, multiple videos showed that César Arakaki was completely innocent of any action that
could have led to Escobar’s injuries and that, in addition to that, both Judge Torres and the District
Attorney’s office had access from the first moment of those videos that prove César’s innocence. This
small triumph of the defense prompted officer Escobar to desist as a plaintiff, which left César Arakaki’s
accusation entirely in the prosecutor’s hands.

Later on, the trial went from a public oral hearing to a zoom conference, and then turned into a hybrid:
witnesses testified in person to the court and the parts remained on the zoom conference; these changes
affected the defendant’s right to a defense and the public character and awareness of the proceedings.

Both César Arakaki and Daniel Ruiz were imprisoned during the investigation leading up to the trial and
then released. The allegations against them are meant to set an example regarding the criminalization of
social movements, and particularly the participation of political militants in them.

Thousands of human rights and political, civil and social organization’s leaders have already declared
themselves for the absolution of César Arakaki and Daniel Ruiz.



Amongst them are Norita Cortiflas and Elia Espen, members of Madres de Plaza de Mayo. The last hearing
will be on the 13th of April, and in some days afterwards, the final sentence will be announced.

To show your support for the acquittal of César Arakaki and Daniel Ruiz, send your petitions to the Federal
Criminal Appeals Court at Cdmara Federal de Casacién Penal, Comodoro Py 2002, 12 Piso (C1104BEN)
Ciudad Autébnoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina, or by email to cfcasacionpenal.secgeneral@pjn.gov.ar and
absoluciondearakakiyruiz@gmail.com

We declare ourselves for the acquittal of César Arakaki and Daniel Ruiz, who have been
sentenced for participating in the mobilization that took place on December the 18th of 2017,
against the vile pensions reform voted that same day in Congress. It is alarming that the state
prosecutor Juan Garcia Elorrio is asking for an effective prison sentence, when the plaintiff in
the trial recused himself because of the inconsistencies in the accusation, an accusation that
only the State Attorney’s Office is supporting.

The massive protests that took place in December of 2017, were the reaction to a law that
confiscated from the pension funds. They put a stop to the government’s attempt to apply a
labor reform, spearheaded at that moment by Mauricio Macri. Today, defending pensions and
labor rights is still a crucial concern for the Argentinian people.

The whole trial against Arakaki and Ruiz is meant to condition new social protests. A sentence
like this represents a step back in democratic liberties in the country and it would contrast
deeply with the impunity enjoyed continuously by those who commit crimes against the
people. We call to support the cause for absolution and we stand with the demonstrations that
will be held with the end of the trial.

MepLKEG ELKOVEG aTO TO XPOVIKO TWV NUEPWVY EKEIVWY 0TO BIVTEO TOL AKOAOVLOEL:



